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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE – 2010 
Aloha, it’s 2010 already. I’m not ready for this year.  I haven’t finished jobs for 2009 yet, 

but that doesn’t mean I can overlook my responsibilities. The Hawaii Goldfish and Carp 
Association is gearing up for a busy 2010. This year we want to focus on the specifics of koi-
dom and goldfish-dom. What makes one koi or goldfish more valuable than the next? What 
identifies the different varieties? How do you pick out a young koi (tategoi) or goldfish that you 
can afford, and have a reasonable expectation of proudly showing it at the annual koi and 
goldfish show? At every regular meeting we have experts to help us answer these questions. 
Since our Ohana Koi Show is gaining a reputation in the koi-world as a “must-go-to” for 
vendors and hobbyists, we want to proudly showcase our very own koi. 

Come and meet friendly folks that love their gardens, ponds, goldfish and koi. We’d love 
to meet you, greet you, and welcome you the second Sunday of every odd month (usually).  
Club members receive many benefits. For example, access to koi and goldfish health advisors, 
pond rescue, bi-monthly meetings where some guest speakers discuss topics that will add to 
your knowledge on koi and goldfish husbandry, a wide knowledge bank on how to build a 
successful pond, opportunities to visit many ponds for ideas and advice, and of course the 
social aspect of meeting friendly folks with similar interests. Additionally, you will enjoy koi 
events, discounts from local vendors and much more. 

Our members' ponds vary in size from a few hundred gallons to over 20,000 gallons. 
We can help make your pond more enjoyable.  Send me a note anytime. I am always 
interested in hearing from you. 
Mahalo 
Guy Kmett 
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OH LOOK !! 
The newsletter is back.  But, 
it will not work unless YOU 
help. Send your ideas and 
contributions to Shirleen at 
shirleen808@hotmail.com 
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A VISIT TO TOKI MESSI 
VENUE OF THE 2010 ALL JAPAN SHOW 

The All Japan Koi Show is to koi lovers what the Super Bowl is to football fans,  
Almost every breeder and hobbyist strives to win the All Japan Show.  The 
excitement, pride and honor are overwhelming.  This was the first year the show 
was held in Niigata City.  It was a tremendous success.  There were a total of 
548 vats, 394 for show, 74 for the main winners, and 80 for exhibition. 
 The winner was a 90 bu Kohaku owned by Masao Kato and bred by 
Dainichi Koi.  This koi had 45 out of 85 votes.  She was the runner-up in the last 
All Japan Show and had grown 8 cm since them.  She is now 99 cm.  For more 
info and pictures You can look at Mark Gardner’s internet site, www.niigata-
nishikigoi.com.  He did a wonderful job of covering and photographing the show.  
Here are just a few pictures: 
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Don and Diane Hall  have been club 
members for a little over a year.  Before 
joining the club, Don had a very busy 
career as CEO of Pan Pacific Properties, 
Ltd.  Diane was the office manager and 
escrow officer.  In his heart though, he is a 
true artist who appreciates the beauty 
unique to Hawaii.  He has been an 
accomplished painter since 1982 and is 
also well known for being a sculptor, 
jewelry designer and custom gold and 
silversmith.  They are affiliated with Hawaii 
Art Gallery and run a tropical art studio.  
Don and Diane have been married for 
forty years and, as Don puts it, “she is the 
inspiration of my life”.  Don regrets that 
arthritis has taken away the ability to 
sculpt and work with metal but, with the 
encouragement and inspiration of his wife, 
he now concentrates on his painting.  Don 
says he appreciates the beauty and 
energy unique to Hawaii.  He says, 
“Hawaii is magnificent.  Every corner is 
splashed with color and majestic beauty.  
In today’s fast-paced life with ever more 
technology, it is important that some of us 
take the extra time to share the beauty of 
this world.”   
 These days, they both enjoy the 
peacefulness of retired life.  With an eye 
for beauty it is understandable that he 
appreciates koi which are sometimes 
called living jewels.  By looking at their 
pond you can imagine the calming effect it 
has.  Their pond is 1200 to 1300 gallons 
and averages eighteen inches deep.  It is 
run by a pump and high-pressure sand 
and gravel filter.  Being truly in touch with 
nature, every koi has a name.  Some are 
now ten years old.  

They both say that being in the club 
has been great and they enjoy all the 
friendly people who have the same 
passion for koi.  Koi fit well with their 
perspective and thoughts on life in 
general…. peace and tranquility. 
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The shukin growout contest will begin at the March meeting and end at the November 
meeting.  At the March meeting, contestants will pick their fish by lottery drawing.  The fish will 
not be measured, but will be returned at the November meeting.  The fish will be anonymous 
and members will vote for the one that has be best size and looks.  After judging, the owner 
will share how the fish was raised (size of tank/tub, depth, filtration, feeding regime, etc.).  
Independent judges without competing fish will break a tie if necessary.  The winner will be 
awarded a prize (TBD). 
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The Shukin variety of goldfish is not a new 
one by any means.  It was developed by 
Kichigoro Akiyama during 1892 to 1900 in 
Japan and was wiped out during World 
War II. Some fish with very similar or same 
characteristics of Shukin are the Tsuguru 
Nishiki, Aratoma no Hana, Hiro Nishiki, 
and surly others that may have slight 
variations.  Today, the Shukin is a 
recreation that has been deemed better 
than the original by a breeder of the 
original fish. 

Shukins are very uncommon in the 
United States and are even considered to 
be a rare goldfish variety in Japan.  There 
has not been much of a demand for this 
variety in Asia, but appears to have some 
revival in Japan recently.  They have been 
seen on Japanese on-line auction sites 
and retail web-sites.  Some out of China 
(offered as Long Finned Ranchu) have 
also been offered for sale in the United 
States in the last few years. 

Shukins are often referred to as a 
long finned Ranchu or a long finned 
Ranchu with elongated body type.  The 
Shukin has also been described as an 
Oranda with out a dorsal fin. Japanese 
style Shukin tend to have longer bodies 
than a traditional Ranchu; and because 
they are being marketed as a top viewed 
fish in Japan, good specimens have wide 
set tails.  The wen (or head growth) on this�

variety has been less prominent to date.  
However, if the Japanese producers can 
create an increase in demand for this type of 
fish, we may see modifications such larger 
heads, heads shaped more like Japanese 
style Ranchu, or even slightly shorter body 
type.  If popularity should hit one day, an 
official standard might be created for this 
variety.  The Chinese have also been working 
on this variety with larger heads and shorter 
bodies.  Few have been offered for sale in the 
United States, but have usually been of show 
or close to show grade with prices from $300 - 
$600 each. 

As they are offered today, the Shukin is 
a very hardy variety that has been noted to 
have the same hardiness as the Wakin.  They 
can be raised in a conventional glass 
aquarium with other varieties of goldfish or 
just as easily in larger ponds as they are fast 
swimmers.  Either way, Shukin grow rather 
quickly to about 10 inches in proper 
conditions.  With this in mind, Shukins are a 
wonderful variety that have beautiful long 
finnage and rarity and can be easily kept by 
the novice or experienced goldfish keeper. 
�
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IN MEMORY OF MIKE THOMPSON 
by Nelson Wong 

Club member Michael Thompson 
passed away a while back.  He 
was a former club president and 
one of my best friends. 

Mike was an exceptional do-it-
yourselfer and craftsman.  He loved 
driving the classic Chevy El Camino that 
he restored. He did masonry, electrical, 
plumbing, carpentry, metal-work and 
landscaping.  He was an artist working 
with construction tools.  Often the 
inspiration for his projects came from his 
travels.  By studying the details from his 
photos, he would create sketches which 
he would bring to reality. 

Mike and Wilma, his wife, 
developed a strong love for Japanese 
architecture and furnishings.  Mike’s job as 
the director of marketing for an electronics 
manufacturer sent him to Japan and 
traveling throughout Asia.  With this 
opportunity, Mike was able to purchase 
many items to furnish and decorate their 
home inside and out.  He also found items 
from local importer T. Fujii.  He even has 
some treasures from Shirokiya from the 
1970’s.  Today, it’s hard to imagine that 
such beautiful artifacts were even sold 
there. 

Parts of the Thompson home 
reminds me of a charming hundred-year-
old countryside house in Japan.  You can 
announce your arrival by clanging an 
authentic cast bronze bell from Japan.  
When you enter through the almost 
fortress-like front gate, it’s like stepping 
into another place and time.  Certainly it 
does not feel like Pacific Palisades!  The 
peacefulness is enhanced with the gentle 
sound of running water from the various 
water features.  A plant-lined shady moss 
covered walkway leads to the backyard.  
Straight ahead in the left corner of the 
yard is a contemporary formal pond with 
decking.  Turn right and you’ll come upon.  
.  
�

a beautiful Japanese-style pond and 
garden.  While this view is amazing, you 
really need to enjoy the pond and garden 
view from the living room (see photo).  
Imagine the joy of having your morning 
coffee or tea from this spot!  The bonus is 
there’s also a view of the garden and pond 
from the master bathroom and Japanese 
bath tub or Furo.  Now that’s the definition 
of tranquil and serene.  All of this was 
designed and built by Mike with much 
input from Wilma.  
          Mike started keeping koi long before 
joining the club.  He quit the hobby 
because of the drudgery of cleaning filter 
mats.  Mike started keeping koi again with 
the development of bead filters with air 
blowers.  These easy-to-clean filters made 
the hobby enjoyable for him.  That he 
could clean filters in minutes without 
getting dirty or wet made all the difference.   
          Mike’s Japanese garden pond is 
about 1,000 gallons and the formal pond 
about 1,500 gallons.  Concrete surfaces 
are coated with Thoroseal and swimming 
pool epoxy paint.  Bead filters are used 
strictly for mechanical filtration.  As such, 
these were backwashed daily.  The daily 
water exchange kept the dissolved 
organics level low and water quality high.  
Biological filtration and aeration are 
handled by low maintenance Bakki 
Shower filters.  While not large for koi 
ponds, the water quality helped achieve 
good koi health and growth.     
�����������Mike enjoyed growing his koi to a 
large size.  He also enjoyed the science 
behind water quality.  He had all the 
gadgets, test kits and meters to measure 
and adjust the water parameters.  He did 
this often and kept meticulous records.     
          Mike was a tremendous student of 
the hobby.  He was frequently reading and 
learning more.  He was a contributor to the 
koi internet boards of Koi-Bito and 
Koimag.com.  He wrote under the moniker �
�
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(Mike Thompson continued ) 
MikeT.  MikeT was known to be very patient 
with beginner hobbyist also known as 
“newbies.”  Some experience hobbyists on 
the boards were condescending and 
impatient with the beginner problems and 
questions. MikeT would often in a very nice 
way defend the beginner from put-downs 
and snide comments.  He was helpful and 
encouraging.  He never forgot how difficult 
and expensive the hobby could be. 
          It’s important to put into perspective 
what the hobby was like when Mike was 
elected club president in 2006.  At that time, 
Kodama Koi Farm was not in Hawaii yet.  
Nikkei Koi was just starting up.  Island Koi 
was only a thought.  There were few koi and 
equipment vendors here.  Many fish and 
supplies were shipped in from the mainland.  
Larger items were often not even available 
because they were too expensive to ship.   
          Mike thought of ways to help.  He 
started a resource folder, a list of vendors, 
local and mainland, who sell specific 
products at good prices.  He also let people 
or businesses selling items to post or 
announce it during meetings.  Sometimes 
this meant members would get first chance 
at koi sales and discounted products.  
Sometimes it meant finding a product locally 
rather than mailing for it.  The goal was to 
help the club members find what they 
needed and maybe even save a few dollars. 
           He sought to improve the knowledge 
level of the club members.  Mike purchased 
some koi DVDs with his own money and 
donated them to the club.  Portions were 
viewed during meetings and the DVDs are 
still available in the library.  He also asked 
experienced members to make 
presentations during the meetings.   
He tapped their years of experience and 
knowledge.   
          He tried to improve new member 
retention by making meetings more helpful 
to the beginning goldfish or koi hobbyist.  He 
spent time with new members to find out if 
they needed specific help.  He tried 
discussions groups to address specific 
 
 

concerns of the beginner. Goldfish 
members were given more discussion 
time. 
          The club has taken some of what 
Mike started and improved upon it even 
further.  (Guy and Bonnie have continued 
to improve education and new member 
recruitment and retention.) 
          Mike and I quickly became the best 
of friends.  We didn’t see each other much 
due to my schedule and living rather far 
apart.  We talked very often though.  So 
often in fact, that Wilma referred to me as 
his other “Honey.”  (She, of course, was 
first and most important Honey!) His quick 
wit ensured lots of laughs.  He was 
extremely generous with praise, 
encouragement and sharing knowledge.  
He did not like to dwell on the negative.  
          Mike has helped many people in 
different ways.  He had many skills and 
offered his help to his friends.  He always 
did so strictly to help out.  He never looked 
for a pay-back later. 
          Today, Wilma maintains the ponds 
and garden he built.  They had a close and 
loving relationship which was obvious to 
everyone who spent time with them.  Their 
home holds the memories of over 40 years 
together and raising two sons.  She and 
Mike gave Japanese names to each of 
their koi.  She enjoys the koi, sounds of 
the water and the tranquility of the 
landscaping.  For Wilma, the koi are 
another reminder of this very special man.         
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 �%���& &'(��(�   Trying to find something?  Keeping a lot of stuff you want 
to get rid of?  Or just selling something?   All members are welcome to add at any 

time.  This is your page and it is  �'' .  All items will be repeated in subsequent 
issues until cancelled. So please notify Shirleen when there are additions, changes 
or deletions.   
 

��� �  Looking for a pond liner about 5 ft. x 6 ft.  Also a tub 110 gallons or more. Contact Sanford 
Yee, e-mail sosea.hi@hawaiiantel.net or phone 734-1072 

 
��� �  Goldfish Hawaii-“The place to find unusual Goldfish” visit at GoldfishHawaii.com  

 
��� �  Free to good home. 1 platinum ogon 15 “ , 1 platinum ogon (shiny scales), 1 slightly faded 

asagi 15” contact Loren 956-2739 weekdays only 
 

��� �  For sale - short tail ryukins (goldfish) $2.00- $5.00. Contact Kathleen 
kingyo2dogs@yahoo.com  

 
��� �  For sale – Imported and locally bred Koi. Many varieties.  Ushijima Nishikigoi – Contact 

Bruce Ushijima 235-2209 Featured Koi: 
          Asagi $200 each           Chagoi $450             Kohaku $1,500                Shiro $600 

       
 

��� �  For sale –Blue Wakins. They are approximately 4 inches in size and have not changed 
color. Max size will be somewhere between 8 – 12 inches. Cost is $25.00 each or 3 for 
$50.00. Contact Gavan at 256-9334. 

 
 

��� �  Looking for a submersible pump for emptying out my small pond & aquariums. Contact 
Frank Seki 737-6464 

 
��� �  Shibunkins for sale. Mother is the winner of the shubunkin category & the peoples choice 

award at last year’s show. Sizes range from 5 to 8 inches. Ranging in price from $5.00 to 
$10.00. Contact Vernon Wong 677-5887 or vdbwong@hawaii.rr.com  

 
��� �  Interested in buying dimilin-to clear ponds of “fairy shrimp”. Contact Glenn or Clair Dang  

949-3331 
 

��� �  Wanted: Plants and small fishes for upcoming club events scheduled for May & June. Call 
Bonnie at 291-4999 



REMEMBERING AL…A BUMBLE BEE STORY 
As shared by a group of friends – by Bonnie Nakahara  

� �
I would have written a somewhat typical 
article about Al Honda.  What I mean is an 
article that would have talked about the 
person the Al was and how we will miss 
him.  Instead, I decided to write about how a 
bunch of us will remember him.  To a bunch 
of us in the club, some of us have already 
lived this story I’m about to tell you about.  
The group of us have already experienced 
this and come to believe in the “Bumble 
Bee”.  Perhaps after reading this story, you 
too will think back at the events that are 
mentioned in the story or maybe you had a 
personal experience that will now make you 
think twice.  Here goes… 

A couple of days after Al’s passing 
(Al died from an Aneurysm on Apr 4, 2009); 
Ken I. mentioned to me that Al had come to 
visit him.  Knowing that Al had passed, I 
said, “What are you talking about?”  He 
said, yes, two days already, he’s been 
visiting me at work.  There’s this bumble 
bee that keeps hanging around my work 
area and I think it is Al.  (Ken says that 
there are never any bumble bees inside his 
work area and especially none that would 
hang around for long periods of time, he just 
had a feeling that this was not just any 
bumble bee).  I laughed saying that 
Orientals believe in the black moth but I 
never did hear of a black bumble bee.  He 
replied, “Who said it can’t be a bumble 
bee?”  But then, I remembered something 
strange that occurred that very morning.  I 
had gone through a drive through for some 
ice coffee and while going through the drive 
through, there was a bumble bee that kept 
hanging around the order board.  It was bad 
enough trying to order with the bumble 
buzzin’ but the bumble was trying to get into 
my window and I had to keep playing with 
the up and down button between trying to 
order and trying to keep the bumble out of 
the car.  Finally, when I got to the window to 
pay, I had to apologize to the cashier for 
taking so long.  I said, “There’s a bumble 
bee at your order board and it is trying to 
get inside my car”.  We both chuckled and 
since there was no car behind, she told me 

since there was no car behind, she told me 
a story about a bee hive in her condo area.  
I didn’t think twice about the bumble until 
Ken mentioned his story.   
          The next morning, as I went outside 
to do my daily feed the animal’s routine, low 
and behold, there was Al, buzzin’ in my 
patio.  I’m allergic to bee stings so always 
try to keep a distance from any kind of bee.  
Well, this bee kept hanging around and kept 
coming every morning for at least a week.  I 
greeted it each morning with a “Hi Al”.  One 
morning, I could hear him buzzin’ but 
couldn’t see him.  As I was walking in the 
yard, he flew right in front of my face.  It 
startled me and I said “Go away, Al” and do 
you know, it buzzed away and I did not see 
him again that morning.  Anyway, I decided 
to share the whole bumble story with Vel 
and Bruce Ushijima since they too were 
good friends of Al.  Vel said she didn’t 
experience seeing the bumble bee but that 
got us both talking and sharing about Al.  It 
was like the bumble was the vehicle to 
channel what Al to share with us or wanted 
us to remind us about.  You might think it 
sort of eerie, just like in books and the 
movies.  Well, do you know that the very 
next day, Vel told me that she was out by 
the boat and there was Al.  She said she 
had a little conversation with him.  I think 
she too began believing in the bumble.   
          Okay, now the circle gets bigger, we 
tell Gary the story and Gary says that a 
bumble bee had been hanging around him 
at the farm the other day and it wouldn’t 
leave.  It even followed him to the window of 
the house as he went inside the house.  
Now how strange is that!  Well, now we got 
Gary somewhat believing.  We tell Joy the 
story then we start recalling the day of the 
Garage Sale.  How many of you were there 
when all of a sudden the bumble came into 
the garage when all of us were working?  
We thought it was strange then, that the 
bumble would come into the garage.  Could 
it have been Al visiting the club?  What 
about JCC Children’s (continued page 10) 
working the game booth, do you recall 
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Okinawa Festival - Vernon W. and Joy  Okinawa Festival - Ken I. and Guy 

Okinawa Festival - Wayne and Joslyn Pond Tour at Jimmy's - Leroy, Carlson, Ellie, 
Joslyn, Ken I. and Wayne (left ot right) 

Pond Tour at Nelson's - Randy, Val, Ellie, 
Howard (left to right) Pond Tour at Marvin's - Marvin, Ken I., 

Sandy, Mike, Claire 



�

Utsuri Talk with Joel  2Movie Night at Howard's - Jimmy, Ken H., 
Shirleen, Kimo 

Okinawa Center Craft Fair 1Bonnie, Joy , Wendy, Sandy (front) Guy, 
Ken I., Bruce (back) 

(Al Honda continued) 
Day, those of you working the game booth, do you recall the bumble doing the fly around inside 
the tent that morning?  Another Al visit? 

There were days we saw a bumble bee, but we knew it was not Al.  Somehow, though 
we knew which one represented Al because when we saw it, it sent us a message that Al was 
trying to tell us something or it made us remember something about Al.  Ken I. said that there 
would come a time when Al would be at peace, a time he would move on and we probably 
would see very little to none of the bumble.  That time came and without asking, I can assume 
that the group of us sees little to none of the bumble anymore.  On occasion we see a bumble, 
it probably is not Al but we will say “Hi Al” and it will be our way of keeping the memory of Al 
alive.   

Al’s ashes are at Hawaiian Memorial Park in Kaneohe near the gazebo on the hill area 
(left of the Veteran’s area).  If you are still not a believer in the bumble…here’s one more for 
closing.  Visiting the grave site (we see no bumbles around) Ken I., Joy, Guy and I stand and 
start talking about the bumble and how we hardly see the bumble now.  Several minutes later, 
out of nowhere comes a bumble.  In unison, we say “Hi Al”, and he quickly does a fly around 
and no sooner, he is gone.  I guess he was just checking out his area and buzzed by to say, 
“Hi” to us.   


